persisted, as we have seen, well on into his Harrow days And it so
happened that one day when the entire force was mobilized and de-
ployed in attacking formation, his father should have dropped in for
what proved a historic visit of inspection For instead of doing the
thing that might almost certainly have been expected of him, and
acquainting Winston, in a way not to be forgotten, with the paternal
opinion of such babyish survivals, he took the proceedings with as
much seriousness as if he had been debating with Gladstone across
the floor of the Commons For no less than twenty minutes the two
descendants of Marlborough remained in absorbed and delighted
contemplation of the scene, and then, with a characteristic flash of
decision, the father turned to the son

"Would you like to go into the army?"

The answer was in the affirmative

There was dwelling, at this time, far away by the upper waters of
the Danube, the little son of an Austrian customs* official, who
perhaps at this same moment may also have been playing with
soldiers Is it not just conceivable that he may have experienced a
momentary shudder, of the kind that children call gooseflesh?

8.

It was easy to say, but by no means certain that the intention
could be carried into effect For even the Butish army of those days
exacted a certain minimum of intellectual qualification from those
who aspired to commissioned rank, and that by the test of examina-
tion marks But the utmost that Welldon and his ushers had been
able to drive into Churchill Js skull during all the years of his Harrow
schooling, had done little, or nothing, to cure his obstinate inability
to furnish any sort of effective answer to a printed sheet of questions,
on any subject towards which he did not happen to be personally
inclined The result was that two successive assaults on the ap-
proaches to Sandhurst ended in complete repulse

Fortunately for him, and for us, this was an impasse in which the
power of money might be used to compensate for almost any lack of
relevant ability The antidote to the examination system was sup-,
plied by species of educational parasites called crammers, who
existed for no other purpose than that of reducing it to a farce, by
imparting Jmowledge, not of the kind required, but of the mere
mechanical trick of circumventing some particular set of examiners,
by a parrot-like reproduction of answers to certain questions, of a
sort which an intensive study of past papers had enabled them to
anticipate, with something approaching certainty The most cele-
brated of all this fraternity was a certain retired Captain, who was
reputed to be able to convert any youth short of an actual cretin
into a budding cadet And at the third and final try he succeeded m
accomplishing this feat with Winston Churchill. Even he must have
glowed with a special pride at this supreme vindication of his method*

It was, to be sure, not a brilliant pass, for Churchill had failed to